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The Perfect Guest 

She answered by return of post  
The invitation of her host. 
She caught the train she said she would,  
And changed at junctions as she should.  
She brought a light and smallish box  
And keys belonging to the locks. 
Food strange and rare she did not beg  
But ate the homely scrambled egg. 

When offered morning tea, she drank it;  
She did not crave an extra blanket, 
Nor extra pillows for her head;  
Made no complaints about her bed.  
She never came downstairs till ten;  
She brought her own self-filling pen;  
Nor once by look or word or blame  
Exposed her host to open shame.  
She left no little thing behind  
Excepting loving looks and kind.   

—R. Hennicker Heaton 

• Respect one another's differences 

• Be polite 

• Put away whatever you take out 

• Use a plate when you eat 

• Eat at the table 

• Use proper utensils when eating 

• Throw out your garbage when you 
are done 
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